(Sermon bingo)

Genesis 38 v1-16a – Judah and Tamar – (as I am reading it out think: what would you preach on?)
Billy Graham said, “When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when health is lost, something is lost; when character is lost, all is lost.”

This is a story of character – a contrast between Judah and Joseph. A contrast in their characters and in their destinies.
Over the last two Sundays as we have continued our Founding Fathers series with Joseph both Andrew and Adrienne have emphasised the importance of character.  A prophet is someone who declares the word of God not just with words but also with his or her life and character.
In a statement about false prophets Jesus says in Matthew 7 v18 “A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognise them”

Whatever came from Judah the Lord destroyed because it was ‘wicked in the Lord’s sight’. 

Judah’s character and nature was not a character that would produce anything that would be sustained by God. 

Judah leaves his family, marries women from a different culture (which his forefathers had forbidden). Judah’s two sons Er and Onan were wicked and so were put to death by the Lord. Judah tries to protect his third son by deception and deceives his daughter-in-law by pretending that Shelah would marry her when there was no intention of doing so. His wife dies and almost immediately it seems he goes and lies with a prostitute.

Here is a picture of someone without character or any kind of moral backbone.
Adrienne pointed out last week that Judah came from a line of deceivers, the generational sin was one of deception. In fact Judah was the ultimate deceiver – his name Judah means ‘praise’ and yet his life is far from it. His life did not honour God in any way. Are we living up to our name as followers of Jesus Christ? I’m under a lot of pressure because my name Michael means ‘like God’ – I know I don’t live up to my name many times in my life and it’s so good that the grace and mercy of God are there for me and His love is with me every day.

Paul says 

in Romans 8 v29 ‘be conformed to the likeness of His son’ 
In 1 Thessalonians 2 v12 ‘walk in a manner worthy of God’ 

In 1 Timothy 4 v7 ‘train yourself for godliness…godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.’

In 1 Timothy 4 v15 ‘keep a close watch on yourself’ This is something that Judah didn’t do and we often find it tricky – it’s so much easier to keep a close watch on everyone else. 
A while ago Sam and Sara invited us to a meal at their house – our house was a mess but it didn’t matter because we were going out – we’ll do it tomorrow. Then I got a text saying they had an infestation of ants – can we come to your house instead? AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRGGHH – we had 15 minutes to tidy the house. Are we ready for other to look at our lives or are we living like Judah in the hope that no-one looks too closely and no-one comes round and no-one notices that we’re not living up to our name?
We have been thinking about Zoe’s challenge and the issue of human trafficking – today, in this so called civilised world, there are mothers who sell their own children into modern day slavery with an unmentionable future in order to feed a drug habit or for selfish gain. What Judah did was no different –it was terrible.

Judah sold his youngest brother into slavery when he should have been protecting him. 
I can leave Grace with her sisters and although they may argue and nag and get at each other and become annoyed with each other I don’t expect to come home one day to find that Hannah has sold Grace to some passing slave traders or door to door salesmen.

V16 sums Judah up perfectly. The moment in which he was about to sleep with his own daughter-in-law it says this: ‘not realising’ – Judah was a man who was caught up with his own desires and his own needs and his own life and what he wanted. It was as though he was completely without any insight at all. He had no thought for God or for others. He was without realisation, he did not understand or perceive the truth, the bigger picture. 
Joseph however was a contrast. As Judah’s character got worse through tough circumstances Joseph’s character, as we’ll see later on, grew.
He was a prophet that was unrecognised by Judah or any of his brothers. He was a youngest brother, he was his father’s favourite, it seems he didn’t go out to work like the other brothers (he was sent to them in the fields where they were grazing the flock).

The brothers, including Judah, resented Joseph for all these reasons and maybe more.  Within that community Joseph did not fit in.

He was immature and foolish in the way he just blurted out his dreams without any apparent awareness of how the brothers would have felt about it. But he was young, he was immature, he was learning. Did anyone take him to one side and gently mentor him? No- he was rejected and despised. His brothers didn’t want to listen.
Is it possible that sometimes we don’t hear the word of God because we let our prejudices get in the way.  Things we know about people that limit how we receive God’s word from them? Their past? Their manner? Their bossiness or shyness? Their way of talking, walking, thinking or stinking?!?
What is our idea of what a prophet should be or how the prophetic word should come or who God is allowed to use. Would we have reacted differently from any of the brothers when our upstart kid brother comes along with his coloured coat and soft hands and says that one day you will be bowing down to him?
Are we listening to those in our community that God is speaking through?
That’s why I don’t do all the preaching because God speaks to us all through different people. That’s why we allow people to pop up all over the place on a Sunday to share, because God speaks to us all through different people. I love Sunday mornings especially because we meet people in this Sunday morning community that we may not naturally get together with in the week – and God can encourage and challenge us through them.
The problem for Judah was that because he did not recognise the hand of God on Joseph and the word of God from Joseph he ended up selling the one who had the voice and heart of God at that time for him into slavery and it was lost to him. The one who potentially God could have used to speak into Judah’s life was silenced because Judah’s resentment, jealousy and prejudice got in the way of allowing God to speak through His chosen vessel. Don’t repeat the sin of Judah.
God uses people throughout scripture to speak His word who do not ‘have the right’ to be used – Moses the murderer, David the adulterer, Peter the denier, Samson the womaniser. 

Adrienne last week = my wife – I struggled to hear what God was saying (how often do you wives know that your husband is looking at you and nodding but nothing is going in?) – I genuinely was trying to listen but I was too bothered with other things. 

But then I listened to the sermon on the podcast – one of the best talks I’ve heard. Must have been taken up by her loveliness! I need to shut my eyes next time she is talking to me!
Listen to some of the things that God said last week through Adrienne:-

· Hold onto God’s word no matter what  (write it down!)
· Take God’s word to heart even if we don’t understand it because piece by piece the word will begin to make sense even in the tough times (write it down!)
· Be obedient to God even if it means going into dangerous places to an uncertain welcome (write it down!)
· Don’t be victims but face up to things. There is no place for self-pity or ‘poor me’ in the kingdom of God (write it down!)
Or the previous week when Andrew spoke = couldn’t hear everything because I remember when Andrew was in Sunday school and I know him and I have watched him grow up and he’s a friend. But reading my notes he made some critical life changing comments that the enemy wanted to rob from my ears and my heart. Listen to them:-

· Follow dreams that cannot be attained without God

· Character is crucial to our dreams

· Who are we becoming?

· We can only run as fast as our character is deepening (Erwin McManus)

Or what about the word that Jayne brought about the Tsunami tidal wave of God when we think He is just a calm ocean – we must raise our expectations of God – did we hear it or did we think – it’s just Jayne, it’s just Mike, it’s just Andrew, it’s just Adrienne or it’s just Mark who spoke about the volcano of God whose awesome power may erupt but it produces fertile soil in which great things can grow. 

How many times have we missed the voice of God just as Judah had, and even rejected it and sold it into slavery, sending it away when God wanted to say something specific to us?

Who are you failing to listen to? Who is God trying to speak through in your life that you are ignoring and not listening to?

God is God and will often choose people who annoy you and you find difficult to relate to because He is not just saying something to you but doing something in you – with your character.

There is a real joy when you let go of putting God in a box of who He is allowed to speak through and all of a sudden you hear His voice in the smallest of children or from the most innocent of conversations. ‘He who has an ear to hear let him hear’.
Not only do we dismiss others but we can dismiss ourselves – God wants to use your prophetic voice – rise up people of God and speak out His word!
Need to be careful – there is such a thing as discernment and weighing what is being said. Don’t start trying to walk on water because your 3 year old tells you to – but it’s more likely you will ignore God than listen to Him so 
perhaps walking on water and sinking because God hasn’t actually told you to, now and again, is ok if your responsive and eager heart means that you will walk on water and not sink the one time  He does tell you. (?!?)
And lastly Judah didn’t just reject the word of God but he rejected his ultimate salvation.

For those who don’t know the story it was only when Judah was starving later on that he realises his need and goes to Egypt and fins Joseph there waiting with everything he needs.
Where are we with Jesus? Are we at the point of rejecting him as irrelevant to us or annoying to us? Are we at the point of not even noticing he’s not around for us and we are just getting on with our lives, sleeping around and building family and ignoring him? Or are we at the point of starvation when we know our only hope is to be found in Him and we are running to him despite our sin and our mistakes because we and those who we are responsible for need us to live?  
When Adrienne was 50 we went to a posh restaurant. Was very hungry (not quite starving but close) – brought out hors d’houvres and it was salmon wrapped around a beansprout with soya sauce dribbled over it – looked weird and didn’t seem right – didn’t make sense – not experienced it before and I could have said no and sent it back to the kitchen. I could have rejected it and yet I was so hungry I tried it.

Not only did it satisfy my hunger but it was the best thing I had ever tasted before or since.

29 years ago I fully committed my life to Jesus. Judah rejected the one who would eventually  bring him salvation and today there is one who can bring you salvation. What will you do?
