
Future of Connect 

Background 
Before we discuss the future of connect, I would like to reflect on where we have 

come from. 

When Connect first started, I tried to communicate what the vision was; the passions 

and message I felt God had given me.  Most of which still stand today and in fact first 

started to come to me in 2002.  

After starting, we had certain issues, including leaders not able to continue, and 

subsequently a downturn in participants.  A decision was made to continue until 

Healing on the Streets began, and then assess.  It has become obvious that continuing 

the same is not an option, but I believe God is still speaking the same things to me 

about groups.  

Assessment 
After meeting with the Leadership team, it became apparent there were two 

opposing ideas that were trying to be achieved.  

1. Having larger groups (which has various benefits) and not trying to push intimacy. 
 

2. Liminal Communitas - which is increasing intimacy in a group gathered around a 

joint task. 

I could say so much more, but I am trying to be as concise as possible. 

From this, we have decided to separate the two different goals and run them 

separately. 

 

 

Connect

Small Groups Mentoring



Mentoring 
At this stage we are going to try this on a trial basis.  If successful, the intention will be 

to get everybody involved in this.  For now, it will not involve many people, so please 

be patient if you are interested in this. 

That’s all I have to say about it for now.  

Small Groups 
The way we want to run small groups is now very different from before.  The main 

difference will be that they will run only short term.  This also means the leaders will only 

be expected to serve as leaders for the term of the group. 

We will run 3 or 4 groups concurrently, and they will run like academic term times.  

Each group will only last 10 – 12 weeks, so will be like short courses.  They will run Oct – 

Dec, Jan – Apr, May – Jul, and stop for the summer.  Each group will be on a different 

theme, and people can choose which to attend. 

The main benefits are: 

 People can choose which group and subject suits them. 
 

 The short term nature means people are not committing for life  
 

 You can go to different topics and be with different or the same people each 

time. 
 

 When new courses or initiatives want to start, e.g., Alpha or a prayer group or 

Equip (ask Adrienne if you can’t remember this), then they are not competing for 

people’s time on top of small group commitments because they can become a 

small group. 

We will begin the first sign-ups in September. 

I am sure you will want to support this initiative. 

An example year calendar is below: 

Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug 

  Women’s 

group 

  Group1   Group1    

  Animate   Group 2   Group 2    

  Men’s group   Group 3   Group 3    

  Teaching    Group 4?   Group 4?    

 


